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Attendance information for parents and careers
	Regular school attendance means: 

· Arriving in school on time 
· Attending school every day 
· Attending every lesson 
This information is for you as parent/guardian and explains your legal duty regarding your child’s attendance at school. Regular attendance is crucial to ensure your child’s success. Your child deserves the best education possible
	Regular school attendance 

· Every lesson really does count for your child. Children can quickly fall behind if even one day is missed. 
· Catching up even a little lost time from school can be really difficult. 
· Good attendance is linked to achievement, better relationships with other children and better overall behaviour in school.

	Inclusion Welfare Officer 

Inclusion Welfare Officers (IWOs) act on behalf of the County Council which has a legal responsibility to monitor school attendance. IWOs will work with pupils and their families when school attendance has reached an unsatisfactory level, after intervention by the school has not produced any improvement. They may also work with young people and their families who are experiencing difficulties in school or at home.
	Tips for good attendance 

Make sure school uniform and bags/lunches/homework are ready the night before to avoid panic/lateness in the morning. As far as possible, make all Doctor, Dentist or other appointments for after school or during the school holidays so as to not affect their attendance.

	Rewarding Good Attendance 
The school will acknowledge and encourage good attendance through a half termly assembly in which children with good/excellent attendance are awarded with a certificate. Names will also be entered into a prize draw at the end of the academic year.
	Did you know? 
90% school attendance may sound good, but it isn’t – it adds up to half a day missed every week and nearly four weeks in a school year! An average attendance of 80% or less across a child’s career adds up to missing a whole two years from school. Being 5 minutes late may not sound a lot but being 5 minutes later every day adds up to over three days lost each year! Fifteen minutes late a day is the same as being absent for two weeks a year!


Every lesson counts!
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